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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

THE RIPPLE EFFECT OF EXCELLENCE

Dear Friends and Supporters,

Excellence has a ripple effect. When students are recognized, they
inspire others to pursue excellence. When exceptional educators are

celebrated, they elevate the teaching profession. When communities
champion public education, they strengthen their local schools.

As we celebrated the Oklahoma Foundation for Excellence's 40th
anniversary last year, I found myself reflecting on the ripple effect our
nonprofit has created.

Our impact has never been measured only by awards distributed or

grants awarded. It is found in the lives changed through public education.

OFE's work is best seen in the students whose achievements we
recognize, the teachers we celebrate for their dedication and the
communities that we bring together in support of public education.

Our reach extends far beyond a single classroom, school or community.

Over the past year, we continued to build on that legacy. We broadened
our impact by launching the Oklahoma Public Schools Foundation, a
new organization that youll learn more about within these pages.

None of this would be possible without our generous donors,
dedicated trustees and volunteers, and the many educators and
community leaders who believe in our mission. We are deeply grateful
to them for being part of our story.

As we look ahead, I am inspired by what we can accomplish together.
With gratitude,

Elizabeth Inbody

Executive Director

Academic All-State honorees sing along
with "Oklahoma!" to close the Academic

Awards Celebration.
AJ STEGALL PHOTOGRAPHY
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encouraging academic
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public schools.
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AT LEFT: The OFE team joins Broken Arrow
Public Schools officials and students in
celebrating Medal for Excellence recipient
Amanda Hundley.
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ACADEMIC AWARDS

University of Oklahoma Professor Randall Kolar accepts the Medal for Excellence in Research University Teaching during

the Academic Awards Celebration. Kolar called receiving the award "the honor of a lifetime. AJ STEGALL PHOTOGRAPHY

RECOGNIZING EXCELLENCE

For one evening each May, the Oklahoma Foundation for
Excellence puts public education’s brightest minds on the
biggest stage as we honor them at our annual Academic
Awards Celebration.

Our Academic Awards go far beyond one night, though. The AWARDED ANNUALLY
event is the culmination of a monthslong celebration of our TO PUBLIC SCHOOL
honorees, and the impact of seeing academic excellence EDUCATORS, STUDENTS
elevated will last a lifetime. AND FOUNDATIONS

Because when we elevate excellence, we elevate Oklahoma.
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MEDAL FOR EXCELLENCE

Teachers might stand in front of a classroom every day,
but they don't get to be the center of attention nearly
enough. That's where OFE comes in.

Greatness is being achieved in Oklahoma’s public
school classrooms, and we're here to celebrate it.

Each year, we award the Medal for Excellence, one of
Oklahoma's most prestigious teaching honors, to five
public school educators.

Our award recognizes teachers and administrators

at the elementary, secondary and university levels

for their passion and innovation, commitment to
professional development and extraordinary impact on
their students' learning. Each recipient receives a $5,000
check and an etched glass sculpture.

Our team makes sure that the Medal for Excellence
experience is extra special, starting with a video call to
let them know they've been selected.

Next, we honor these exceptional educators in their
own schools. Our school visits are joyous days where
the award recipients’ students and colleagues join us
in celebration. Their smiles and stories make it obvious
why each honoree is special.

At our Academic Awards Celebration, the award
recipients deliver moving speeches, sharing the insights
they've learned through decades of educating and
inspiring students.

These experiences are not only deeply meaningful;
they also highlights the importance of great
teachers and strong school communities.

“That is the beauty of education,” said Medal for
Excellence recipient Amanda Hundley. “Someone pours
into us ... and we carry that forward.”

EDUCATING AND INSPIRING

Medal for Excellence recipient Darcy Pippins has been
teaching Spanish at Norman High School for 28 years.

You won't find her students staring at textbooks, though.

Pippins immerses her students in the language, using
storytelling and culturally rich novels to make classes
memorable and fun. Her Reader's Theater sessions feature
students using costume props and acting out book scenes
in Spanish.

Pippins also started a Spanish tutoring program in Norman
elementary schools that gives her high school students the
chance to try their hand at teaching.

Between her energetic teaching style and the tutoring
program, it's no wonder Pippins inspires students to
become educators.

“I cannot tell you the number of teachers | have encountered
who have pointed to Darcy Pippins as a primary influence
in their decision to become a teacher,” said Dominie Dew,
Norman Public Schools' instructional coach.
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Darcy Pippins, center, celebrates her Medal for Excellence

with her students. PHOTO BY MARK MILOSEVICH
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ACADEMIC ALL-STATE

It starts in February, when 100 public high school
seniors receive a surprise package in the mail
announcing their status as an Academic All-Stater.

The accolades continue from there, leading up to our
Academic Awards Celebration, when each All-State
honoree steps on stage alongside a favorite teacher that
they've selected to join them.

It's powerful to see these high-achieving students and
their proud teachers take their turns in the spotlight,
both beaming as the educators award the All-State
honorees with their medals.

These meaningful moments reiterate the importance of
our work.
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These students are setting a standard
of academic excellence, and by
amplifying their achievements, we light
a path for future scholars to follow.

Earning Academic All-State honors is no easy

feat. Students must meet strict criteria in order

to apply, and our selection committee evaluates

each application based on academic achievement,
leadership and community service, as well as letters of
recommendation and an essay.

Each honoree receives a $1,500 award, and they join
a very exclusive group. Across 40 years of All-State
honorees, only 4,001 students have received this award.

Academic All-State is more than just a medal. It's a
powerful reminder of all that's good in public education.
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The 2026 Academic All-Staters represented 63 schools in
58 public school districts. This map highlights the
Oklahoma cities and towns where the All-State honorees
attended high school.

SETTING A STANDARD

Three schools celebrated their first Academic All-Staters
in 2026. Grandfield, a small town in southwestern
Oklahoma, had the rare honor of earning its first and
second All-State honoree in the same class.

Grandfield High School seniors — and lifelong friends —
Landry Hunt and Cassidy Timms both received Academic
All-State honors.

“| feel truly honored and thankful to be recognized as
an Academic All-Stater,” Hunt told the Frederick Press-
Leader. "This accomplishment is something | never
imagined | would achieve, and receiving this award
alongside my close friend Cassidy Timms makes it even
more meaningful.”

The future is bright for this duo. Hunt plans to major

in biochemistry and molecular biology at Oklahoma
State University, while Timms will major in allied health
sciences at Cameron University with an eye toward a
career in nursing.

Since OFE's beginnings, we've given each school that has
its first All-Stater a special flag to fly. The flag serves as a
reminder that Academic All-State is not just an individual
accomplishment but one the whole community can exult
in. We're thrilled to add Grandfield to the list of schools
that can proudly fly that flag.

Grandfield High
School seniors
Landry Hunt,
center, and
Cassidy Timms,
right, present
teacher Jessica
Coody with a
gift during the
Academic Awards
Celebration.

AJ STEGALL PHOTOGRAPHY
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OKLAHOMA SCHOOL FOUNDATIONS NETWORK

STRENGTHENING SCHOOLS

EFM Trivia
Challenge
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OFE Trustee Frank Cooper, left, and Executive Director
Elizabeth Inbody, right, present Melony Carey, Will Vaughn
and Karra Wardour of the Education Foundation of
Muskogee with an Outstanding Program Award.

AJ STEGALL PHOTOGRAPHY

PUBLIC SCHOOL
FOUNDATIONS

SUPPORTED

Oklahoma is home to more than 200 public school
foundations. These citizen-led nonprofits strengthen
their local schools in countless ways. They raise millions
in funding, administer vital programs and engage their
school communities in support of teachers, staff and
students.

Through our Oklahoma School Foundations Network,
we nurture and promote these public school
foundations.

OSFN offers free resources, training and networking
opportunities for foundation staff and board members.

The network's online meetings, hosted by OSFN
Director Dana Renner, provide a place for public
school foundation executive directors to learn as they
brainstorm topics and hear from guest speakers.

Foundation leaders looking to sharpen their mission
and goals can also take advantage of OSFN's strategic
planning services.

It's important to us to spotlight these nonprofits'
contributions to Oklahoma public school communities.

Every year, we honor three public school foundations
with our Outstanding Program Awards. Each
foundation receives a $2,000 award and is recognized
at our Academic Awards Celebration and with a check
presentation at their school.

These awards not only celebrate public school
foundation leaders for their work but also raise
awareness of their innovative programs.
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Meet the recipients of our 2026 Outstanding Program Awards! We are so proud to honor these incredible public school
foundations for their impact and innovation.

@/, \

TIGER TUTORING

Fort Gibson Education Foundation

Through a partnership with
Armstrong Bank, Fort Gibson High
School juniors and seniors gain

job experience while helping first
graders learn. Tiger Tutoring allows
high school students to serve as
after-school tutors for first graders.
Tutors participate in a traditional
hiring process, and the bank
provides financial literacy training.

For 2027, these awards will carry a new name: the
Public School Foundation Impact Awards. We chose it
to better reflect the meaning of these awards and the
crucial role that the award-winning foundations carry
in their public school communities.

BUILDING BRIDGES

Moore Public Schools Foundation

The foundation is collaborating
with Moore Public Schools and the
nonprofit Bridges of Oklahoma

to provide housing and support
services for high school students
experiencing homelessness or
family crisis. Students can access
safe, affordable housing in new
duplex-style homes and receive
individualized support services.

EFM TRIVIA CHALLENGE

Education Foundation of Muskogee

For 20 years, this fundraiser

has been bringing together the
Muskogee community to engage

in a friendly game of team trivia.

It draws around 450 participants
and brings in $35,000 to $45,000
annually, allowing the foundation to
grow its endowment and increase
the number of grants it provides to
classroom teachers.

Oklahoma's network of public school foundations is
one of the largest and most effective in the nation.
We are proud to champion these organizations

and support them in their work to strengthen public

education in our state.
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MENTORING GRANTS

900+

STUDENTS IMPACTED
BY OUR GRANTS

Mentor Tim York, right, plays
checkers with his mentee as part of
the Link One Mentoring Program.
This program of Duncan-based
nonprofit One True Light pairs
Duncan Public School students

with community members who
offer encouragement and support
through weekly one-on-one
mentoring sessions.

BUILDING CONNECTIONS

Across Oklahoma, dedicated community volunteers
are making a difference in children’s lives by serving as
mentors.

Our mentoring grants support the strategic needs
of new and existing mentoring organizations that
positively affect the lives of Oklahoma students.

For 2026, we awarded grants totaling $24,000 to 13
mentoring programs. These grants will impact more
than 900 Oklahoma mentees in grades K-12.

Mentor Bob Coyne, right, gives Roberto Reyes a guitar OFE awards grants to a variety of programs. Some
lesson at the Granville Community Music School. offer one-on-one mentoring that matches an adult
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with a student, while others provide more specific
programming via lessons or classes.

Organizations can apply for grants of up to $3,000,

and the funds can be used for programming, training,
materials, start-up costs or other expenses that advance
excellence in mentoring.

Link One Mentoring Program, a program of the
nonprofit One True Light, provides opportunities for
Duncan Public School students to build meaningful
bonds with caring community members. Grant funds
will allow for the purchase of journals and conversation
starter activities that mentors will use during weekly
one-on-one sessions.

“Our program is intentionally designed to create long-
term, transformative relationships that strengthen both
students and our community; said Joan Brock, executive
director of One True Light. “When mentors and mentees
meet consistently over many years, they build trust,
accountability and a deep connection that impacts not
only the student but their entire family”

The Granville Community Music School, a program of
the Oklahoma Opry, provides quality music instruction
for an affordable price to children ages 9-18 from
low-income families in the Oklahoma City area. Local
professional musicians provide one-on-one lessons.

Grant funds were used to equip the school's music
library. The purchase of curriculum for drumset/
percussion, piano, guitar, voice, brass and woodwinds
ensures that all students and instructors have access
to the same materials for those instruments. This

will impact not just current mentees but also future
students.

Since OFE began offering mentoring grants in 2022,
we've awarded $97,500 to launch and support
mentoring programs around the state.

Medical instructor Teresa Taylor, right, teaches CPR
to student Marlee Jones during Pursuit of Prosperity
Strategies’ Summer Career Camp.

CREATING PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS

Pursuit of Prosperity Strategies, a Tulsa-based nonprofit
and 2026 mentoring grant recipient, empowers
underserved youth with life skills, mentorship and
opportunities to build resilience, responsibility and
brighter futures. POPS connects teens to their career
goals and provides training in education, careers,
finance, relationships, health and life skills.

Grant funds will be used for materials and supportive
activities, including mentorship sessions, group
workshops, and one-on-one engagement opportunities.

“This funding will directly support the expansion of our
POPS after-school programs, allowing us to serve more
youth with consistent life-skills training, mentorship, and
a safe, structured environment,” said Tarell Earl, founder
and executive director POPS. “As we grow, the impact
will extend beyond the classroom, helping young
people build confidence, make better decisions and
create lasting pathways toward success.”
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TEACHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIPS

WILLIAMSBURG
JAMESTOWN YORKTOWN

ABOVE: Spiro Elementary School teacher Gina Huff attended the Bob and
Marion Wilson Teacher Institute of Colonial Williamsburg, where the 2026
sessions celebrated the Declaration of Independence’s 250th anniversary.

RIGHT: Welch Elementary School teacher Jessica Smith visits with a
character interpreter portraying French military officer Marquis de
Lafayette during the teacher institute.

EMPOWERING EDUCATORS

In August, 51 Oklahoma educators returned to their
classrooms reenergized and equipped with new strategies
and resources thanks to OFE’s partnerships with two
national organizations: the Bob and Marion Wilson Teacher
Institute of Colonial Williamsburg and Fund for Teachers.

TEACHERS WHO EMBARKED

ON PROFESSIONAL These programs provide exceptional professional
DEVELOPMENT EXPERIENCES development opportunities for educators, helping them
hone their skills and boost their confidence.
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COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG

Thirty-seven Oklahoma teachers watched early

EXPLORING ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES

American history come to life in May with a visit to the Akash Patel, who teaches at Epic Charter School, traveled
Bob and Marion Wilson Teacher Institute of Colonial across India, Nepal and Thailand to investigate Asian
Williamsburg, elephant conservation and biodiversity practices. His
goal for his Fund for Teachers fellowship was to create
These fifth and eighth grade educators spent six days interdisciplinary STEAM and global citizenship lessons
exploring the colonial capital city of Williamsburg, that will empower his students to tackle real-world
Virginia, and surrounding areas. They toured historical environmental challenges.
buildings, interacted with interpreters representing “When | tell my

early Americans and collaborated with other educators. multilingual learners that
| stood a few feet from a

Monica Peevyhouse, a fifth grade teacher at Frederick wild rhino or looked into

Elementary School, said her students will now have a the eyes of a rescued
chance to learn history through inquiry, discussion and elephant, that image will
primary-source analysis. stick in ways a worksheet

€ . . . . never can,” Patel said.
This experience will help me create engaging learning

opportunities that inspire curiosity, critical thinking
and a lifelong appreciation for history and civic
responsibility, Peevyhouse said.

He is developing case
studies for each of the
countries he visited to
teach his students about

OFE has coordinated Oklahoma's participation in how conservation works  Fynd for Teachers Fellow

the institute since 1993, enabling 1,262 teachers to differently across cultures  Akash Patel explored

experience this immersive learning opportunity. and how to evaluate elephant conservation in
ethical tourism claims. Asia over the summer.

FUND FOR TEACHERS
researched the lives of literary giants in Europe and

Thanks to OFE’s partnership with Fund for Teachers, investigated the stories of inventors Henry Ford and
14 Oklahoma educators pursued self-designed Thomas Edison through a tour of the United States.

professional development over the summer. They will now put their new knowledge to work in the

These educators developed innovative fellowships classroom, impacting students for years to come. By
that addressed their students' needs, then traversed empowering these educators, we create lasting change
the globe for immersive learning experiences that will in Oklahoma classrooms.

transform the way they teach. Since we began partnering with Fund for Teachers

Oklahoma'’s 2026 Fund for Teachers Fellows in 2006, 987 Oklahoma educators have received
investigated alternative energy sources in Iceland, grants totaling more than $3.3 million.
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NEW INITIATIVES

OKLAHOMA PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOUNDATION

In early 2026, the Oklahoma
Foundation for Excellence launched
a new project that will allow us to
have an even broader impact on
encouraging academic excellence.

Formed through partnerships with
OFE and the Oklahoma State School
Boards Association, the Oklahoma
Public Schools Foundation
champions investment in public
schools across the state.

OKPSF facilitates and raises
awareness of the generous tax
credits created by Oklahoma’s Equal
Opportunity Education Act, which
incentivizes direct investment in

NOURISHED

In early 2026, OFE funded a pilot program for
NourishED, a new professional development
opportunity that brings Oklahoma public school
educators together in an online-based community to

learn and grow together.

Eighteen teachers from districts across Oklahoma
completed the program through its first cohort.

Participants worked in small groups through regular
meetings where they developed and completed an
improvement project. They presented their findings to
the public in a virtual showcase, then gathered in person

Oklahoma’s public schools.

The act allows donors to give

to designated educational
improvement projects at the district
of their choice and then reduce their
state tax bill through a tax credit.

OKPSF operates as a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit and a public school
foundation. The foundation
partners with Oklahoma public
school districts and collaborates
with local education foundations
to maximize support for public
schools.

To learn more, visit OKPSF.org.

4

Oklahoma Public Schools

FOUNDATION

HOW OKPSF SUPPORTS
SCHOOL DISTRICTS

Fund management
Donor administration

Guidance and compliance

Distribution of funds
Administration and reports

to reflect on their projects and plan for the future.

Project topics included increasing student engagement
and growing a positive school climate.

OFE funding covered stipends for participants along

with other programming costs.

Teachers who completed NourishED said it gave
them tools and collaborative problem-solving
skills. Many felt a newfound confidence in their
ability to change the educational system, and they
expressed eagerness to share what they learned.
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MAJOR DONORS
2025-26 FINANCIALS

We are grateful to our donors for their commitment OFE is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
to recognizing and encouraging academic excellence supported through private contributions. Depicted
in Oklahoma’s public schools. We thank the following are unaudited financial results for the 2026 fiscal

year. A summary of audit findings will be posted

FY26 major donors for their generous support. : )
at OFE.org/Financials upon completion.

Teresa B. Adwan, Adwan Family Trust

Bank of Oklahoma OPERATING REVENUE
The John and Donnie Brock Foundation $961,944 10%
Cherokee Nation
The Chickasaw Nation grsnr:,rl?tgﬁons
ConocoPhillips
The James C. and Teresa K. Day Foundation g:gzg;‘;e"t
The First National Bank & Trust Co., Chickasha
E.L. and Thelma Gaylord Foundation gg}j;s

Heyman Evergreen Foundation
Christa Leamon Hughes
Kendrick Family Foundation

McCasland Foundation OPERATING EXPENSES

961,944
Meshri Family Fund, Tulsa Community Foundation $961,
Polly and Larry Nichols . Programs &
- Related Staff Support
Phillips 66 $712,717
RCB Bank canA
Frank C. Robson $121,591

David and Ann Sutherland Family Foundation Fundraising
Arthur and Betty Thompson $127,636
The Wisdom Family Foundation, Inc.

The Anne and Henry Zarrow Foundation

THANKS TO OUR ROOTS & WINGS SOCIETY MEMBERS

In 2026, we launched the Roots & Wings Society to bring together advocates who believe in the
power of public education to transform lives and strengthen Oklahoma communities. We are
grateful to our founding members. A list is available at OFE.org/roots-and-wings-society.
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Oklahoma Foundation
for Excellence

5530 N. Western Ave., Suite 100

Oklahoma City, OK 73118-4003

(405) 236-0006 | info@ofe.org
Learn more at OFE.org

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

flofin]o

SUPPORT US WITH A GIFT

Our foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit supported through private contributions.

Join us in recognizing and encouraging academic excellence in Oklahoma's public
schools by making a donation today.




